
The announcement of the finalization of a new regulation from the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), and its compliance 
deadline, can be daunting – and more than a little frightening.  
For fleet operators, the EPA’s announcement in 2015 that its new 
Revisions to Existing Requirements and New Requirements for 
Secondary Containment and Operator Training; Final Rule  
(40 CFR Parts 280 and 281) would have a compliance deadline of 
Oct. 13, 2018, may have brought a lump in the throat and the 
appearance of sweat on the brow.

However, by taking a thoughtful, measured approach to meeting 
the demands of the new regulation – which revolve around a  
three-year testing schedule for UST-system equipment and  
training for on-site personnel – fleet operators can calmly meet  
the demands of the new regulations. Here are five tips to help  
you gain compliance:

1. Know Your History
Though the announcement of any new EPA regulation can lead to 
cries of “not again,” the new rule is actually the first major revision 
to the initial UST regulations that went into effect in 1988. Here’s a 
quick look at what brought us to where we are today:

1988: Federal UST regulation (40 CFR Part 280) goes into effect

1998: Deadline to comply with 1988 UST regulations

2005: Energy Policy Act reinforces original UST regulations

2011: EPA proposes to revise 1988 UST regulations

2015: Revised UST regulations approved

2018: Compliance deadline for new UST regulations
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2. What’s New In The Regulation? 
The regulation affects fleet operators on the equipment side and 
the training side.

EQUIPMENT: The new regulation strengthens the 1988 UST 
regulations by increasing emphasis on properly testing, operating, 
monitoring and maintaining UST equipment, most notably spill 
buckets, overfill-prevention equipment, under-dispenser 
containment systems and any components that have been 
repaired, regardless of whether or not a product release occurred 
as a result of their failure.

TRAINING: Enforcement of what has become known as the  
“ABC” Operator Program, which was actually part of the 2005 
reinforcement of the 1988 UST regulations, will increase.  
The program is designed to ensure that a significant number  
of employees at a fueling site serviced by USTs have completed 
some level of state or third-party training and have been  
ertified to work at a location that features USTs for fuel storage  
and dispensing.

3. Don’t Procrastinate
Human beings are preternaturally prone to, as they say, “put off 
until tomorrow what can be done today” – especially if some kind 
of cost is attached to the activity. But waiting until the last minute 
to get your fueling site into EPA compliance is a game of Russian 
roulette that you aren’t likely to win. Though there have been 
requests made by several fueling-industry trade associations that 
the compliance deadline be pushed back to Oct. 13, 2024, work on 
the assumption that the deadline will remain Oct. 13, 2018.

4. Non-Compliance Can Be Costly
According to the July 15, 2015, issue of the Federal Register,  
Vol. 80, No. 135, which announced the creation of the final rule, 
not meeting the compliance deadline or staying in step with the 
new testing and employee-training rules can result in heavy fines. 
As found on Page 41681 of the Federal Register: “Civil penalties  
for failure to comply with any state requirements or standards for 
existing or new tank systems must be capable of being assessed 
for each instance of violation, up to $5,000 or more for each  
tank for each day of violation. If the violation is continuous, civil 
penalties shall be capable of being assessed up to $5,000 or  
more for each day of violation.”

5. Pick A Reliable Partner 
Because of the strain that meeting EPA regulations can put on  
fleet operators – which is added to the day-to-day challenges  
of monitoring site operation and fuel consumption and delivery – 
Ryder Fuel Services offers a complete portfolio of Fuel 
Management Services that will streamline operations, resulting in 
less cost and the knowledge that all critical EPA regulatory 
guidelines are consistently and satisfactorily met.
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